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Task 2.1 Collection of information (The task was launched in April 2004 and completed in August 2004)

The group of scientists working on this task have first identified the issues on which information has to be collected. These issues are:

1. Identification and overview of the organisations involved in the generation of digital information for the Upper Atmosphere worldwide: in US (SPIDR, NOAA), in Australia (IPS), and organisations in India, China, Russia and Japan

2. Types of data, products and services delivered in the scientific, commercial and industrial community

3. Techniques they are using to generate the digital content a) types of ionospheric stations that provide the raw data b) the different concepts of all these different types of stations, different types of raw data formats c) technological infrastructure for the collection of information d) models they are using to generate the added value products such as IRI, SIRMUP, models from Fusion numerics

4. Techniques to transmit the information to the users (web site, emails, messages to mobile platforms

5. Analysis of the marketing policy adopted by the main organisations worldwide to provide such kind of information (policy for the public, policy for standard users, policy for users under special contracts)

6. Analysis of the existing situation in Europe (there are research centres in Europe who provide independently very specific types of services)

The required information was selected through personal contacts with representatives of organisations involved in the generation of digital content for the upper atmosphere. Part of the information was extracted through literature and Internet search.

Task 2.2 Compilation of information (The task was launched in July 2004 and will be completed in November 2004)

The task was launched on July and the work has started immediately based on the selected information. In this frame, a meeting was organised in RAL last August to review and evaluate the collected information. The conclusion was that some points need further investigation. The necessity of personal contacts with representatives from US AirForce and from NOAA has been recognized. The leader of this WP will travel to US for this purpose. The travel is also connected   with IRF’s plan for a suitable Ionosonde, which hopefully will be a modern Dynasonde, which will produce compatible results with the digisondes in Europe. The opportunity to accommodate a new Swedish dynasone in DIAS will greatly increase the reliability and accuracy of the whole system.

- resources employed

6 working month for programmer

3 working month for scientist

One Laptop with digital radio purchased.

Two visits to RAL for discussion of general knowledge contained in Cost271 and discussions about the work package WP2.

Attended two meetings about DIAS (kick off meeting in Luxembourg March 2004, first technical meeting in Athens May 2004). 

- departures from the work schedule

The task collection of information will be prolonged until October 2004, but the compilation of information started according to schedule and will run in parallel. 

- plans for next phase

Intensify the requested collection and compilation of information and write a first version of the report. A first version of the report will be presented in Rome 21-23 October 2004 in the second technical meeting of DIAS project.

Travel to USA in connection with IRF’s plan for a suitable Ionosonde, which hopefully will be a modern Dynasonde, which will produce compatible results with the digisondes in Europe.

